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difficult to get through much work, but finished the indexing of my
book and the writing of the papers on the mass of the alpha particles.
I sent off our joint paper at the same time as my own. The proofs will
be returned to me at McGill for correcting, so it will be some time
before they appear. I saw in California that your two papers appeared
in the Phil. Mag. They both read very well*
I had an interesting time in California and wandered about a good
deal. The weather was rather chilly most of the time. I spent two days
at the Arizona Canyon on the way back and enjoyed myself thoroughly.
I was glad to hear from Levin that your arrangements in Berlin were
satisfactory. I hope to have the pleasure of renewing our acquaintance
next summer as I hope to visit Germany- I shall miss both you and
Dr Levin very much next year. The latter has sent a brother-in-law in
his place.
About 1906 Rutherford bought a piece of land in Montreal on the
north-west heights of the "West Mountain, with a fine oudook towards
the Lake of Two Mountains. Plans for a house were prepared and
there was every intention to build, but his appointment at Manchester
upset the scheme.
The preliminary steps had been taken by Prof. Schuster, who was
retiring, to secure Rutherford as his successor to the Langworthy Chair
of Physics at the University of Manchester, Rutherford wrote in reply:
26 Sept 1906. I was very glad to receive your kind letter in reference
to the Chair of Physics at Manchester, as it came at a time when I was
seriously considering my future plans. I have had to decide during the
past year between the attractions of McGill and Yale University and
finally decided to remain here. My chief reason for this step was my
hope to return ultimately to England to a position where I would not
have to sacrifice laboratory facilities by so doing. The position at King's
College seemed to me to invite the probability of the latter.
I very much appreciate your kind and cordial letter and am inclined
to consider very favourably the suggestion of becoming a candidate for
the position you propose. The fine laboratory you have built up is a
great attraction to me as well as the opportunity of more scientific
intercourse than occurs here.